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Introduction

Å The WEF Collection Systems Committee 
(CSC) recognizes that private property 
I/I sources and lateral maintenance are 
some of the most difficult issues many 
wastewater utilities face.



Why is Private Property an issue?

Å Private property I/I sources 
include:

Â Illicit connections to public 
sewer main such as

Å Downspouts 

Å Basement sumps 

Å Foundation drains

Â Private sewer laterals 

Å Improperly constructed

Å Improperly repaired

Å Poorly maintained 



Why is Private Property an issue?
Å Private property I/I sources can contribute 

to:
Â Potential sanitary sewer overflows
Â Reduced conveyance system capacity
Â Potential water - in -basement occurrences
Â Reduced structural integrity of the sewer 

pipe

Å Regulatory authorities are requiring 
utilities to eliminate overflows; one 
approach to eliminating overflows is by 
removing I/I

Å If public utilities cannot eliminate 
overflows or meet I/I removal goals by 
addressing public I/I sources alone, they 
are faced with a major dilemma

Å Additionally, many states are requiring 
sewer lateral installation, inspection and 
maintenance issues in CMOM programs



Why is Private Property an issue?

Å Roadblocks that prevent utilities from implementing a 
private property program can include:
Â Donôt know where to begin

Â Difficulty working on private property
Å Legal issues

Å Easements / defining ownership 

Â Funding the program 
Å Limited funds

Å How can a public utility spend public money 
on private property?

Â Gaining stakeholder support
Å Residents

Å Businesses

Å Media

Å Contractors

Å Real Estate



Where Weõve Beené
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Need for Shared Information

Å WEF Private Property 
Webcast August, 2005

Â Highest viewed WEF webcast 

Â Participants requested example 
ordinances, letters, and other 
documents from speakers

Å WEF Collection System 
Committee took next step

Â Gather more information

Â Make it available to WEF 
membership


